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To all tvhom it may conceTTi: 

Be it known that I, John D. Payne, of Bath 
county, State of Virginia, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Saddles, which is 
described as follows, reference being had to the 
annexed drawings of the same, making part of 
this specification. 

This improvement consists in arranging two 
curved tapered flat steel springs, A A, Figure 
2, over the seat of the common saddle, B, 
placed side by side and fastened by screws D 
D, passing through the smaller ends into the 
pommel of the saddle, the wider ends resting 
upon the can tie, having slots or oblong mortises 
in said wider ends, which move over theshanks 
of screws E E, inserted into the cantle to keep 
said springs in their proper places, the middle 
of said springs being raised above the seat of 
the common saddle, and the whole covered 
with a neat padding, P, Fig. 1, for the seat. 
The broad ends of the springs are curved up- 
ward, so as to fit and lie flat on the cantle. 

As these springs are contracted and ex- 
tended from the motion of the horse and rider, 
the larger ends of the said springs have a longi- 
tudinal movement over the cantle, while the 



smaller ends are stationary on the pommel, 
the center having a vertical movement over 
the seat. 

In the use of these springs any kind of sad- 
dle — newer old, gentlemen's or ladies' — can be 
fitted with said springs with the utmost facil- 
ity and at the most trifling expense, produc- 
ing a saddle delightfully easy and comfortable 
to the rider. 

The invention claimed by me, the said John 
D. Payne, and which I desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, consists in — 

The before-described arrangement of curved 
flat tapered springs extending from the pom- 
mel to the cantle of the saddle above the or- 
dinary seat, fastened permanently by the 
smaller ends to the pommel, the larger ends 
moving loosely over the cantle, said springs 
being covered with a padding, forming a sec- 
ond seat above the covered seat of the common 
saddle. 

JOHN D. PAYNE. 

Witnesses: 

"Wm. P. Elliot, 
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